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(1) by adding at the end the following:

‘(18) In a case in which the debtor initi-
ated proceedings under section 1113, the plan
provides for recovery of rejection damages
(where the debtor obtained relief under sub-
section (c¢) or (e) of section 1113 prior to con-
firmation of the plan) or for other financial
returns, as negotiated by the debtor and the
authorized representative (to the extent that
such returns are paid under, rather than out-
side of, a plan).”’; and

(2) by striking paragraph (13) and inserting
the following:

‘(13) With respect to retiree benefits, as
that term is defined in section 1114, the
plan—

‘“(A) provides for the continuation after its
effective date of payment of all retiree bene-
fits at the level established pursuant to sub-
section (e)(1)(B) or (g) of section 1114 at any
time prior to the date of confirmation of the
plan, for the duration of the period for which
the debtor has obligated itself to provide
such benefits, or, if no modifications are
made prior to confirmation of the plan, the
continuation of all such retiree benefits
maintained or established in whole or in part
by the debtor prior to the date of the filing
of the petition; and

‘(B) provides for allowed claims for modi-
fication of retiree benefits or for other finan-
cial returns, as negotiated by the debtor and
the authorized representative, to the extent
that such returns are paid under, rather than
outside of, a plan).”.

————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 330—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE REGARDING THE DEG-
RADATION OF THE JORDAN
RIVER AND THE DEAD SEA AND
WELCOMING COOPERATION BE-

TWEEN THE PEOPLES OF
ISRAEL, JORDAN, AND PAL-
ESTINE

Mr. LUGAR submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 330

Whereas the Dead Sea and the Jordan
River are bodies of water of exceptional his-
toric, religious, cultural, economic, and en-
vironmental importance for the Middle East
and the world;

Whereas the world’s 3 great monotheistic
faiths—Christianity, Islam, and Judaism—
consider the Jordan River a holy place;

Whereas local governments have diverted
more than 90 percent of the Jordan’s tradi-
tional 1,300,000,000 cubic meters of annual
water flow in order to satisfy a growing de-
mand for water in the arid region;

Whereas the Jordan River is the primary
tributary of the Dead Sea and the dramati-
cally reduced flow of the Jordan River has
been the primary cause of a 20 meter fall in
the Dead Sea’s water level and a ¥4 decline in
the Dead Sea’s surface area in less than 50
years;

Whereas the Dead Sea’s water level con-
tinues to fall about a meter a year;

Whereas the decline in water level of the
Dead Sea has resulted in significant environ-
mental damage, including loss of freshwater
springs, river bed erosion, and over 1,000
sinkholes;

Whereas mismanagement has resulted in
the dumping of sewage, fish pond runoff, and
salt water into the Jordan River and has led
to the pollution of the Jordan River with ag-
ricultural and industrial effluents;
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Whereas the World Monuments Fund has
listed the Jordan River as one of the world’s
100 most endangered sites;

Whereas widespread consensus exists re-
garding the need to restore the quantity and
quality of the Jordan River water flow and
to restore the water level of the Dead Sea;

Whereas the Governments of Jordan and
Israel, as well as the Palestinian Authority
(the ‘‘Beneficiary Parties’), working to-
gether in an unusual and welcome spirit of
cooperation, have attempted to address the
Dead Sea water level crisis by articulating a
shared vision of the Red Sea-Dead Sea Water
Conveyance Concept;

Whereas Binyamin Ben Eliezar, the Min-
ister of National Infrastructure of Israel, has
said, ‘““The Study is an excellent example for
cooperation, peace, and conflict reduction.
Hopefully it will become the first of many
such cooperative endeavors’’;

Whereas Mohammed Mustafa, the XEco-
nomic Advisor for the Palestinian Authority,
has said, ‘‘This cooperation will bring
wellbeing for the peoples of the region, par-
ticularly Palestine, Jordan, and Israel . . .
We pray that this type of cooperation will be
a positive experience to deepen the notion of
dialogue to reach solutions on all other
tracks’’;

Whereas Zafer al-Alem, the former Water
Minister of Jordan, has said, ‘‘This project is
a unique chance to deepen the meaning of
peace in the region and work for the benefit
of our peoples’’;

Whereas the Red Sea-Dead Sea Water Con-
veyance Concept envisions a 110-mile pipe-
line from the Red Sea to the Dead Sea that
would descend approximately 1,300 feet cre-
ating an opportunity for hydroelectric power
generation and the desalination and restora-
tion of the Dead Sea;

Whereas some have raised legitimate ques-
tions regarding the feasibility and environ-
mental impact of the Red Sea-Dead Sea
Water Conveyance Concept;

Whereas the Beneficiary Parties have
asked the World Bank to oversee a feasi-
bility study and an environmental and social
assessment whose purpose is to conclusively
answer these questions;

Whereas the Red Sea-Dead Sea Water Con-
veyance Concept would not address the deg-
radation of the Jordan River;

Whereas the Beneficiary Parties could ad-
dress the degradation of the Jordan River by
designing a comprehensive strategy that in-
cludes tangible steps related to water con-
servation, desalination, and the management
of sewage and agricultural and industrial
effluents; and

Whereas Israel and the Palestinian Author-
ity are expected to hold high-level meetings
in Washington in November 2007 to seek an
enduring solution to the Arab-Israeli crisis:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) calls the world’s attention to the seri-
ous and potentially irreversible degradation
of the Jordan River and the Dead Sea;

(2) applauds the cooperative manner with
which the Governments of Israel and Jordan,
as well as the Palestinian Authority (the
‘““‘Beneficiary Parties’’), have worked to ad-
dress the declining water level and quality of
the Dead Sea and other water-related chal-
lenges in the region;

(3) supports the Beneficiary Parties’ efforts
to assess the environmental, social, health,
and economic impacts, costs, and feasibility
of a possible pipeline from the Red Sea to the
Dead Sea in comparison to alternative pro-
posals;

(4) encourages the Governments of Israel
and Jordan, as well as the Palestinian Au-
thority, to continue to work in a spirit of co-
operation as they address the region’s seri-
ous water challenges;
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(5) urges Israel, Jordan, and the Pales-
tinian Authority to develop a comprehensive
strategy to rectify the degradation of the
Jordan River; and

(6) hopes the spirit of cooperation mani-
fested by the Beneficiary Parties in their
search for a solution to the Dead Sea water
crisis might serve as a model for addressing
the degradation of the Jordan River, as well
as a model of peace and cooperation for the
upcoming meetings in Washington between
Israel and the Palestinian Authority as they
seek to resolve long-standing disagreements
and to develop a durable solution to the
Arab-Israeli crisis.

Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, I rise to
introduce a resolution expressing the
sense of the Senate regarding the deg-
radation of the Jordan River and the
Dead Sea and welcoming cooperation
between the peoples of Israel, Jordan
and Palestine.

The Jordan River and the Dead Sea
are bodies of water of exceptional his-
toric, religious, cultural, economic and
environmental importance for the Mid-
dle East and the world. However, both
the Jordan River and the Dead Sea face
serious problems. The governments of
Israel and Jordan, as well as the Pales-
tinian Awuthority, have worked to-
gether in an unusual and welcome spir-
it of cooperation to address many of
the water challenges confronting the
region. The Senate applauds this co-
operation and urges Israel, Jordan and
the Palestinian Authority to continue
to work in a spirit of cooperation as it
addresses the degradation of the Jor-
dan River and the Dead Sea, and hopes
this cooperation might serve as a
model for Israel and the Palestinian
Authority as they prepare to meet in
Washington this fall to seek a durable
solution to the Arab-Israeli crisis.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 331—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT TURKEY SHOULD
END ITS MILITARY OCCUPATION
OF THE REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS,
PARTICULARLY BECAUSE TUR-
KEY’'S PRETEXT HAS BEEN RE-
FUTED BY OVER 13,000,000 CROSS-
INGS OF THE DIVIDE BY TURK-
ISH-CYPRIOTS AND GREEK CYP-
RIOTS INTO EACH OTHER’S COM-
MUNITIES WITHOUT INCIDENT

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself and Ms.
SNOWE) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 331

Whereas it is in the best interests of the
United States, Turkey, Cyprus, the European
Union, and NATO for Turkey to adhere to
United Nations resolutions and United
States and European Union policy and end
its military occupation of the Republic of
Cyprus;

Whereas 13,000,000 crossings of the divide
by Turkish-Cypriots and Greek-Cypriots into
each other’s communities without incident
qualifies Cyprus’ ethnic community rela-
tions to be among the world’s safest, regard-
less of circumstances;

Whereas, unlike age-old ethnic frictions in
the region, Cyprus has historically been an
oasis of generally peaceful relations among
ethnic communities, as is reflected in many
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